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TYLER VAULT DATACENTER

Where the Datacenter
Becomes the Classroom

Connecting Education, Technology, and the East Texas Business Community

An idea that began during a Tyler Chamber of Commerce technology meeting is developing into an
initiative designed to bridge the gap between classroom education and real-world experience in the
technology industry.

During discussions about technology education and workforce development, an important challenge
was identified: How do we give students meaningful, hands-on experience in a working datacenter
when the critical nature of these facilities makes traditional internships difficult or impractical?

Datacenters support essential infrastructure for businesses, healthcare organizations, government
agencies, and other institutions that depend on reliable, uninterrupted operations. Because of the
security and operational risks involved, students generally cannot be allowed to work directly with
production systems.

Tyler Vault Datacenter is proposing a practical solution: bring the classroom into the datacenter.

As part of this initiative, Tyler Vault will provide dedicated server racks within its operating datacenter
to Tyler Junior College (TJC), the University of Texas at Tyler (UT Tyler), and Tyler Independent School
District (TISD).

Each educational institution will have the opportunity to establish its own working IT environment
where students can design, install, configure, operate, and maintain actual enterprise equipment.

Unlike a traditional classroom or computer lab, students will be working inside a professional
datacenter, gaining firsthand experience with the physical infrastructure, operating procedures, and
technical challenges involved in maintaining enterprise IT systems.

Students will be able to build complete environments incorporating servers, networking equipment,
storage systems, virtualization, cybersecurity, and other technologies. They will learn not only how
individual components function but also how those systems work together to support business
operations.

A Partnership Between Education and Industry
This initiative is about much more than donating rack space. It is an opportunity to establish an
ongoing partnership between local educational institutions and the East Texas business community.



TYLER VAULT DATACENTER  |  tylervault.com 2

Tyler Vault will provide the physical datacenter environment, while local technology companies and
other businesses will be encouraged to contribute surplus or retired enterprise equipment.

Equipment that may no longer meet a company’s production requirements can still provide
tremendous educational value. By putting these resources into the hands of students, participating
businesses can directly contribute to developing the next generation of technology professionals.

The initiative also creates opportunities for experienced IT professionals to share their knowledge,
provide technical guidance, and help students understand the expectations and responsibilities of
working in the industry.

Real Experience Without Risking Critical Infrastructure
One of the most significant benefits of this approach is that it addresses a fundamental limitation of
traditional datacenter internships.

While students need practical experience, datacenter operators must protect the reliability and security
of their customers’ systems.

By establishing dedicated, isolated student environments within an active datacenter, students can
gain valuable hands-on experience without creating unnecessary risks to production infrastructure.

They can install equipment, configure networks, troubleshoot failures, rebuild systems, and learn from
mistakes in an environment specifically designed for education.

Students will experience what it means to operate equipment in a real datacenter, rather than simply
learning about datacenters in a classroom.

Datacenter Skills Are Needed in Businesses of Every Size
When people think of a datacenter, they often picture a large facility filled with rows of servers. In
reality, datacenters and the infrastructure they support exist in organizations of nearly every size and
industry.

Many businesses, schools, hospitals, financial institutions, manufacturers, and government agencies
operate their own private IT infrastructure. These environments can range from a small network closet
containing a few servers and switches to dedicated server rooms and large, sophisticated datacenter
facilities.

Regardless of size, these systems require knowledgeable technicians to install, configure, maintain,
secure, and troubleshoot the equipment that keeps the organization operating.

A small business may depend on a single server and network switch, while a larger organization may
operate hundreds of servers across multiple locations. Although the scale is different, many of the
underlying technologies, operating principles, and troubleshooting skills are the same.

The need for datacenter knowledge extends far beyond companies that operate commercial
datacenters. Nearly every organization that relies on technology needs people who understand the
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infrastructure behind it.

This is one of the most important goals of the Tyler Vault initiative. Students will develop practical skills
that can be applied in a wide variety of careers and workplaces, whether they eventually work for a
commercial datacenter, a local business, a hospital, a school district, or a large corporation operating
its own private infrastructure.

By learning how to build and maintain a complete working environment, students will gain a broader
understanding of the technology that supports modern business.

Investing in the Future of East Texas
The technology industry continues to evolve, and the need for individuals with practical skills in
networking, systems administration, cybersecurity, and infrastructure operations continues to grow.

This initiative is designed to help local students enter the workforce with more than academic
knowledge. It gives them the opportunity to develop practical skills, confidence, and experience with
the types of systems they may encounter in their future careers.

Just as importantly, it creates a direct connection between students, educators, and local employers,
helping build a stronger technology workforce here in East Texas.

The fact that this idea originated through discussions at a Tyler Chamber of Commerce technology
meeting demonstrates the value of bringing businesses and educational institutions together to
identify challenges and develop solutions.

Our vision is to create a sustainable program where students can learn by doing, businesses can
contribute their resources and expertise, and our community benefits from a better-prepared
technology workforce.

We invite businesses throughout East Texas to become part of this initiative by contributing
equipment, technical expertise, or other resources that can help make these student-operated
environments successful.

Together, we can provide an educational experience that few students have the opportunity to receive.

TYLER VAULT DATACENTER
Where the Datacenter Becomes the Classroom

Building real systems. Developing real skills. Creating real opportunities.



